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4 1975 


Ho nor aula Williaa £. Colby 
Director 

Central Intelligence Agency » 

Washington, DC 2C5C5 

* 

Dear Mr. Colby: t. 

The President’s Ccimsissioa on the Assassination of President Kennedy 
transferred its records to tlia national Archives in Boveaber 196 b 
to be "permanently preserved under the rules and regulations of 
the National Archives and applicable Federal lav" ( fienort of the 
Ccsusisaion, p. XV). The records included scae documents which 
are withheld from disclosure by specific statutes, security 
classified records, investigatory files compiled for lav enforce- 
ment ■purposes,., and, »edi cal and- personnel records. It vas apparent 
that the records of the Cokes i salon would have to be reviewed on 
a document— by— document basis in order to identify the relatively 
few documents of this nature that could not iaaediateiy he made 
available for research. 

Pa views of the records have bean conducted in accordance with. "Guide- 
lines for Review of Materials Submitted to the President's Ccmissicn 
on the Assassination of President Kennedy," which were prepared try 
the Department of Justice in consultation with the agencies which, 
furnished records to the Conmission (copy enclosed^ see also the 
enclosed related memoranda. of Attorney General Katsenb&ch cf 
April 13, 1965, and HcGeorge Bundy, Special Assistant to the Presi- 
dent, of April 19, 1965 )=. Under these guidelines (page 2) it is 
the responsibility of the Archivist of the United States to arrange 
for successive reviews of the records of the Comission that are 
withheld from research. As it is now five years since the review 
of the X umbered Document File of the Commission in 1970, it is tine 
for the document a that are withheld from research to he reviewed 
again as indicated in the last paragraph of the guidelines. 

Because of the recent amendments to the Freedom of Information Act 
(5 ti.S.C. 552), we wish to ash you to review all your documents in 
the Camaission’ s records that are withheld from research, as well 
as withheld documents created by the Cosnission in which you have 
a subject-matter interest. These records, of course, should be 
reviewed under the terms of the Act as amended, ana one or more of 
the specific exemptions listed in 5 u.S.C. 552 (b) should be cited 
as the basis for withholding any documents that you request the 
National Archives to withhold from research. Security classified 
documents should also be reviewed under the terms of executive 
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Order 11L52 and one or inre of the specific bases for classification 
of documents listed in the order (Section 5 (•!}), as veil as the level 
of classification desired, should be cited as the basis for continued 
classification of any uocissents you do not vish to declassify. *• 

We shall be pleased to show the records to be reviewed to any renders 
of your staff vho nay be selected to reviev then, i'he following staff 
n enters of the National Archives nay be called for any additional 
information that nay be needed: Mr. Hark G. Eekhoff, Chief, legislative. 
Judicial nr.d Fiscal Branch, or Mr. Marion ii. Johnson, on Code 13, 
Extension. 23171. 
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